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COHESIVENESS NOT ENOUGH TO SAVE NATION'S NEIGHBORHOODS
BESET BY DRUG AND CRIME PROBLEMS, NEW STUDY SAYS
DAYTON, Ohio-- Residents in an integrated urban neighborhood might be
committed to making their neighborhood work and active in making things better. But they
won't stay if they believe crime is getting worse or their neighborhood is slipping into blight,
according to a new study by two University of Dayton sociologists.
"Neighborhood cohesion and strong personal involvement are not enough to overcome
serious problems confronting urban neigJlborhoods in the '90s, such as crime and crack," said
Patrick G. Donnelly, chair of the sociology and anthropology department at UD.
Donnelly and colleague Theo J. Majka studied Five Oaks neighborhood, a racially and
economically diverse area one mile north of downtown Dayton that experienced growth
during the 1980s at a time when the population of the city declined. Donnelly is a
homeowner in the neighborhood of tree-lined and brick-paved streets with spacious, older
homes.
"Appreciation for racial diversity increased significantly in the neighborhood we
studied, but its future stability is uncertain because of a dramatic increase in crime and in the
number of drug houses that have opened in recent years," Donnelly said.
Donnelly and Majka will present the study at the annual meeting of the Society for the
Study of Social Problems in Pittsburgh on Aug. 18.
Using an identical questionnaire in 1984 and 1990, they surveyed residents about
neighborhood cohesiveness by asking them questions about their involvement in neighborhood
organizations, such as crime watch groups; amount of informal association with neighbors;
-more-
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number of friends living in the neighborhood; and their commitment to staying in the
neighborhood. Although the neighborhood witnessed a number of significant changes during
the six years --including a marked increase in the number of African-American residents, a
decrease in home ownership and increase in vacant units, and a five-fold increase in violent
crime -- neighborhood cohesion declined only slightly and appreciation for racial diversity
increased significantly.
"There is a segment of society that strongly believes in the integration of
neighborhoods, and these people will make sacrifices to live in an urban environment,"
Donnelly said. "The big question: What is their threshold for such urban problems as
increased crime?"
In the 1984 survey, only 52 percent of the respondents indicated that they were
confident they would be living in the neighborhood three years later. In 1990, that figure
dropped to 50 percent, but the reasons for considering a move changed. More than double
the respondents in the second survey lisied crime over job changes as the reason why they
might move.
In an effort to make the neighborhood safer and curb decline, neighbors recently
approved a "defensible space" plan. The plan calls for closing alleys and streets throughout
the neighborhood to cut down on traffic and discourage drug dealers and other criminals. It's
a contrqversial step that many urban neighborhoods across the country in cities such as
Baltimore, St. Louis and Sarasota are turning to for stability and security, according to
Donnelly.
-30For interviews, contact Patrick Donnelly at (513) 229-2138 or Theo Majka at (513) 2294147. They can be reached in Pittsburgh Aug. 17-20 at (412) 922-8400. For a copy of the
study, contact Teri Rizvi at (513) 229-3241.

